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SAVE THE DATES

UPCOMING
EVENTS

The 17th Annual Hope Haven
Auction was held on Friday, April
6th at Te Slaa Trucking in Hull, IA.
Notable items included a Polaris
Ranger, Coyote Hunting Trip,
Yamaha Roadstar Motorcycle and
a John Deere Mower. Thank you to
everyone who joined us, helped as
a volunteer, and the numerous local
businesses from over 20 different
communities who contributed items
and cash sponsorships. Hope Haven
raised nearly $95,000 on auction
night thanks to generous donors like
you!

HOPE HAVEN INTERNATIONAL
AWARDED $15,000 MDRT
FOUNDATION GRANT

GOSPEL MUSIC
FESTIVAL
JUNE

JUNE
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Central Park
Sioux Center, IA

Mark your calendar for this two day
festival, featuring over 20 different
groups and soloists performing gospel
music. Located in Central Park in
Sioux Center, Iowa, just off Hwy 75.
Bring your lawn chair or blanket and
enjoy the sunshine and music!

BROOKS
GOLF BENEFIT
JUNE
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Brooks National Golf Course
Okoboji, IA

TRACTOR RIDE
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The Million Dollar Round Table
(MDRT) Foundation has awarded
Hope Haven International with
a $15,000 grant through the
Worldwide Grant Program, which
was endorsed by MDRT member
Char Granstra. Char presented
Hope Haven’s check to Hope Haven
CEO Matt Buley at the Annual
Auction on Friday, April 6. This
generous gift will provide mobility
for children in Guatemala through
the distribution of KidChairs. We
are thankful for MDRT’s ongoing
partnership and support of HHI.
Without funding from partners,
children and adults would not have
the opportunities for mobility in a
vast number of countries.
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Town & Country
Rock Valley, IA

If you love tractors, this one is for you.
This year, we’re switching things up
with a Saturday morning event - join
us for breakfast at 7:00 AM before the
ride! Small Engine Class tractors will
explore the Rock Valley Trail System
and Larger Engine Class tractors
will check out the Jim Blankespoor
collection in Doon.
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Hope Haven’s “Book of Remembrance” provides an attractive, permanent record of all memorials.
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In loving memory of Cornie Van Zanten whose two sons became the inspiration for starting Hope Haven in 1964: Gert De Jong, Mr. & Mrs.
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Memorial Gifts to Hope Haven honor the lives of relatives, friends, or associates by enhancing the future for people with disabilities. Such lasting
tributes also affirm the donor’s love for the Lord and provide a legacy that supports the practical work of God’s kingdom. These gifts will provide
for special needs among clients.

Joe Van Tol, Rock Valley, IA

Don’t miss out on our 28th Annual
Brooks Golf Benefit – a four person
scramble with shotgun start at
11:30am. Come enjoy a day of golfing
at this beautiful course, along with the
chance to win raffle and door prizes.
Mens, Women’s and Mixed Teams are
welcome!

JUNE
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(as of 4-30-2018)

HOPE HAVEN MEMORIAL

To find out more about other events,
visit www.hopehaven.org/events!

I was ecstatic. From what my mom had mentioned to me, there were going
to be three other roommates, with our own rooms with less rules and more
independence. Finally, my goal was almost reached!
After a few months, I was ready to move into the transition home. My family
helped me move in and that day, my mom hugged me and said she was
so proud of me for pushing through the hard times, but little did she know, I
couldn’t have done it without her. When I moved in, I knew right away that I
was going to love it. I was finally in a comfortable state of mind and I knew for
sure that my next goal was to be out on my own.
I share this story with everyone, and especially to the kids that think they can’t
make it because they are diagnosed with a special condition, cancer, or a
disease. You are going to have your hard times, your ups and downs, but at
the end of the day, there is that light at the end of the tunnel. If I can achieve
my goals, so can you.”

VANDER HAAG’S DONATES TRUCK TO HHI

Farmall-Land USA
Avoca, IA

This year the bus tour is headed to
Farmall-Land USA, a 26,500 square
foot museum featuring more than 250
IH full size tractors, pedal tractors,
toy tractors, etc. Includes a lunch and
tour of the Wisecup Museum in the
Missouri Valley.

Dakota Caldwell, continued from inside...

Hope Haven, Inc.
1800 19th Street
P.O. Box 70
Rock Valley, IA
51247-0070
hopehaven.org
712.476.2737

This spring, Hope Haven International
received a 2012 International Durastar
truck from Vander Haag’s Inc. Our
HHI staff utilizes this truck to deliver
wheelchairs to area refurbishing
workshops and for wheelchair
distributions. Thank you for your
generous donation, Vander Haag’s!

HOPE HAVEN

HORIZONS
Unleashing Potential in People

THANK YOU, MARLOWE
If I could take the kind of loyalty that runs
in the blood of Marlowe Van Ginkel and
lace it into the coffee here at Hope Haven,
I’d spend most of my time at the brewing
station. He’s retiring this month after serving
this ministry for 46 years.
You read that right: 46 years. Did you know
the average American worker stays in
their job for 4.4 years? Somehow we got
Marlowe for more than 10 times as long. He
has blessed the lives of many people during
that time.
Marlowe ended up here while he was at Dordt College. He had a plan
that included teaching, coaching and marrying a beautiful nursing student
named Pam. Aside from that wedding, God had a different plan. He led
Lloyd Munneke into Marlowe’s life, and Lloyd convinced Marlowe to apply
at Hope Haven and change his course of study to Social Work. Marlowe
started here as a Junior in college. He’d never have guessed he’d
become a father and then a grandfather while working here, let alone be
inducted into the Iowa Referee Hall of Fame.
One of my early impressions of Marlowe was from my participant’s chair
in new hire training. If you’ve ever heard Marlowe present in public, it
won’t surprise you to know he’s done some of the training on new hire
day since the program began. He’s a gifted speaker with a remarkable
memory built upon thousands of interactions with people we serve.
It’s those interactions with individuals that sets him apart. He’s gifted at
the front of the room, from the pulpit and on the radio. Most of the people
who have heard from Marlowe these 46 years have heard him from
one of those places. But, he could have done all that at any number of
companies. What made it special, and what made him stay, is how much
he treasures the people who rely on Hope Haven for a home, a job or a
wheelchair. You can see it in his eyes when he talks about them.
There aren’t words to adequately thank you for what you’ve done here,
Marlowe. The inroads at the churches, the countless Sundays preaching,
the radio interviews, the articles, the list goes on and on. But most of all,
the relationships. You’ve walked countless people into friendship with
Hope Haven, and that impact will extend far beyond 46 years. To God be
the glory.

Matt Buley,
Hope Haven CEO

CHARTING A SECURE FUTURE:
FLEXIBLE DEFERRED GIFT ANNUITIES

STORM LAKE TEENAGER SHARES INSPIRATIONAL
JOURNEY TO FAITH, HOPE & CHARITY

When plotting the course ahead, there are many options you can take
into consideration. Heading into retirement years, a flexible deferred
gift annuity can provide the best of both worlds. You can deduct your
charitable gift when you create your annuity and defer the payments until
you choose to receive them.

Dakota is a resident with cerebral palsy at Faith, Hope
& Charity. In an excerpt from his original speech, which
received state recognition, “Courage to Grow”, he shares his
personal journey:
“E. E. Cummings once said, “It takes courage to grow up and
become who you really are.” For me this is so true as I think
about growing up and learning to live with cerebral palsy. My
story begins as a baby...but my life as I know it now really
with my experience moving out of my family home. Today I’d
like to share the decision to find a new home, the struggles
of living on my own, and my eventual realization of what a
wonderful life I have now and the possibilities of what will be.

Unlike many annuity and deferred income plans that require payments to
begin on a fixed date, this flexible option allows you to plan for retirement
and decide when you want to begin receiving payments later. Interested in
learning more? I’d be happy to connect with you and discuss how you can
support Hope Haven’s ministry through a flexible deferred gift annuity.

Mark Siemonsma, Director of Development
712.470.0298 | msiemons@hopehaven.org
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Located one mile west of Orange City,
The Gathering is a beautiful event
venue with a relaxed atmosphere. With
an open concept Great Room, ample
seating, fireplace and kitchen, it’s the
ideal space for a variety of special
occasions. And it also happens to be
the location for the Hope Haven Orange
City DayHab program.

Rachel Brunsting opened the facility (which also houses a sensory gym) in
August 2016, with hopes of providing a playful and nurturing environment
for her autistic son, and other children with special needs.
Since November of 2017, Rachel has been generously donating The
Gathering space free of charge to DayHab five days a week. Up to 14
participants gather here daily from 10am-3pm, enjoying meals and a wide
variety of activities in the large, multi-purpose room and outdoor area.
DayHab Manager Carla Kieft is also quick to note the accessibility of the
facility and the warm hospitality of Rachel, “The space offers our members
a very comfortable and relaxed atmosphere. Rachel has allowed the
program full access to all the amenities of the room.”
Rachel’s kindness goes beyond her gift of the space, and extends to
her caring demeanor and easy interaction with the DayHab group, Hope
Haven staff and all who she encounters. “We feel very blessed to have this
partnership with her,” says Kieft.

FLOYD ELLIAS

Meet Dakota Caldwell – a Storm Lake high school
sophomore who plays percussion in the band, participates in
individual speech, and has a passion for radio broadcasting.

Since annuity payments start at a future time, your annuity rate will be
higher the longer you defer your payments. Part of each payment may
even be tax free as a return of principal. This option can offer secure
income when you need it. In addition to capital gain tax savings, flexible
deferred gift annuities also offer attractive benefits for those considering
retirement.

DAYHAB: THE GATHERING

CLIENT PROFILE: A LIFE FULL OF DRIVE

Photo: Dakota Caldwell with his mother, Jessica

In the summer of 2016, my mom, Jessica, and my step-dad,
Jamie, worked full time hours during the day, throughout the
week. My mom and step dad would come home throughout
their day and help me use the restroom, and to make me and
my little brother lunch. As I was getting older and needing
more assistance, my parents knew they may have to look at 		
other options for my daily care. One day, my mom talked to
me about doing a summer program throughout the week,
and we both agreed to look into opportunities. It was then my
mom found Faith, Hope, and Charity.

My mom began to explain what Faith, Hope, and Charity was all about, and I agreed to look into it. She
contacted them and asked if they offered any summer programs, and the answer my mom got was
unfortunately NO. But they did mention that they had openings at their facility, and that I could live at the
main building and work my way into a transition home, where I would be more independent and eventually
live on my own if I was able to. After my mom and I talked it over, I agreed to move into the main building
and start what would seem like the bottom of a long journey. Within a couple of weeks, we took a tour and
upon arrival, I already knew I wanted to start this adventure outside of my family home. In my head, I was
thinking that any 15 year old would want to stay up until midnight, with no rules, and I could do whatever I
wanted to do, and I found out I was wrong within a week of moving in.
Within a month in a half of the big transition, moving 25 minutes away from home was starting to weigh on
me. I was used to seeing my family everyday, seeing my friends at school and feeling secure at home and
then it felt like I had nobody once I moved. Stepping out of my comfort zone was a huge step for me and I
knew that I had to push through this obstacle to get to where I wanted to be. Over a period of time, I started
to make friends at school and with family coming every weekend to see me, and me going home every other
weekend, it made it a lot easier.
.......
As the months went by and 2016 turned into 2017, everything started to slowly get better. The day I will
never forget is in May of 2017, when I was at state track for Special Olympics. My family came to see me
perform, and after I was done, thinking I was saying goodbye to them, they surprised me with a trip to
my home state, Indiana. She told me that she had received a phone call from Faith, Hope, and Charity,
regarding an open spot that was available in a transition home.
continued on back page...

It’s with a mixture of excitement and pride that Floyd Ellias shows
off his new vehicle, a 2004 Dodge Stratus. This achievement
can easily be accredited to Floyd’s love for working hard and his
unmistakable drive.
It’s Floyd’s spunk and his boundless energy that also spur his
motivation to work nearly 40 hours a week with Service Master
and at Sioux County Livestock Co. on Saturdays. His schedule is
definitely packed, his days are anything but dull, and he wouldn’t
have it any other way.
Originally from Muscatine, Iowa, Floyd began his journey with
Hope Haven in May of 1992. He initially lived at the Niessink
Home in Rock Valley and attended River Valley High School.
Since graduation, he has lived in both Hope Haven Community
Living residences along with living on his own. Today Floyd lives
independently at the New Homestead, and receives up to 2 hours
of Supported Community Living (SCL) Services a week.
Throughout the years he has held long-standing jobs in the
community, notably ten years of employment with Pizza Hut and
now four years with Service Master. In fact, Floyd was handpicked
for his position at Service Master by supervisor Michelle Kelderman
when she witnessed his attitude and work ethic at Sioux Country
Livestock Co. “I told my husband, ‘I want him on my team
someday’,” Kelderman reminiscences.
Not only does Floyd love working at Service Master, but the feeling
is mutual, “He’s a great employee. Floyd brings a lot of fun into
the workplace,” notes Kelderman. Service Master has also offered
incredible support to Floyd during his employment, assisting him in
the purchase of his new vehicle. “I thank God, Michelle and others
in my life who have been there for me, guiding me in getting my car
and my license,” Floyd affirms.
Floyd’s job at Service Master was secured through MyChoice
Employment, and it’s definitely been a perfect match. He even
recently was given his own desk at the office – something he’s
pretty proud of!

