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CREATIVE SOLUTIONS
DURING COVID-19

Oftentimes, the most challenging situations result in creative solutions.
The last couple of months have presented especially difficult scenarios
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Our staff and clients have come up with
so many unique resolutions for persons served and families and friends
to connect despite the social distancing parameters.
For one resident of a Spirit Lake waiver home, her family and housemates
made this at-home birthday one to never forget! Barb’s birthday was back
in March, and her sister Joann helped to coordinate a special birthday
surprise. Joann planned, with Barb’s housemates, to get her into their
garage at a set time. At that time, they planned a “parade” of cars to stop
and sing happy birthday to Barb from the end of the driveway, and Joann
dropped off a birthday cake.
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“Barb was very surprised and stated she had such a wonderful birthday.
It really meant a lot to her,” remarks Community Living Supervisor Serina
Bates. “The teamwork between family, housemates and staff is proof of
the ways we are “community committed” especially during this time.”
Another unique solution in our community has been virtual bingo. Since
the beginning of the pandemic, our persons served who participate in the
My Day program are missing the peers they normally socialize with during
the week. Kinsey Bak, My Day Lead in Orange City, notes that starting a
virtual bingo program has been extremely beneficial in lieu of socializing
in person.
“Virtual bingo has been a fantastic activity for our Orange City My Day
clients,” notes Bak. “It has been a great way to keep in contact with their
peers to lower the stress of each individual. During this time, our focus
has been on their mental and emotional health and Virtual Bingo has
helped relieve the pressure of social distancing.”
Overall, we are so inspired by our staff and clients and their ingenuity in
the time of COVID-19.
Additionally, we are incredibly thankful to our generous donors for a
successful fundraising campaign that resulted in securing funds for
staffing security, face masks and critical PPE. These items have been
crucial for our staff that are providing essential care for people with
disabilities. We are appreciative of your support during this unique time!

FAITH. COMMUNITY. POSSIBILITIES.

CONGRATULATIONS
2020 GRADS!

COSTA RICA DISTRIBUTION TRIP

Congratulations 2020 graduates! We’re celebrating graduates
within the Hope Haven community. With COVID-19 affecting the
usual graduation celebrations, we’re sharing staff, clients and
other individuals within our community that have graduated high
school or a higher learning program this spring. Pictured are just a
few of these graduates - We’re proud of all of you!
Mariah Davis

Not Pictured: Nytasha Truog

This March, a group of 13 people from the Maurice Reformed Church
congregation in Maurice, IA, traveled with Hope Haven International
Ministries (HHIM) to Costa Rica to deliver wheelchairs to those in
need. Prior to the trip, congregation members made blankets and
hygiene kits, and assisted with sorting and loading the containers of
wheelchairs for shipment. One of the distribution trip members, Vern
Raak, is a volunteer that personally refurbishes wheelchairs at our
Rock Valley wheelchair workshop. HHIM partnered with Moviendo
Esperanzas for the distributions, and provided wheelchairs for over
115 people in Costa Rica.
Hope Haven Religious Services Coordinator Daniel DeVries also was
a team member on the trip. Here’s an excerpt from his description of
the wheelchair distribution experience:

Kaitlin Bosler

Ruby Rockman

Dawn Spiess

“On the last day, a couple of us were helping a young man—let’s call
him Carlos-- get fitted in the right chair. His mother had carried him
in and when we went up to him to measure him, he was lying on a mattress that was provided for him.
He was not able to walk, and in fact, because of his physical disability, he was mostly unable to do
anything to care for himself. Mom, not that much larger than her son, lovingly picked him up and moved
him from the mattress to the wheelchair and back and forth as often as we needed to in order for him
to be positioned just right.
Our final adjustment was to completely remove the headrest and reattach it about halfway between
its usual place and one of the armrests. Because Carlos had never had any form of physical therapy,
not only was his spine curved unnaturally, he was unable to lay straight in the chair. When his mother
placed Carlos in the chair for the last time that day, she smiled amidst tears and said that this was his
very first wheelchair. It was quite a moment. The verse that came to mind was Romans 5:8 ‘But God
demonstrates his own love for us in this. While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’”

Adam Freeman

Brandon Cooper

Courtney Kollis

THRIFTY’S IN ESTHERVILLE RELOCATES

Dakota Caldwell

Jon Van Tol

Kimber Patterson

Thrifty’s in Estherville has moved. The thrift store can now be found at 1520 6th Ave N in Estherville,
Iowa. The new location hosts additional space, all featured one level. Proceeds from Thrifty’s benefit
Hope Haven. Thrifty’s is inviting the public to join them this summer to celebrate their grand reopening.
Community members can also support Thrifty’s by donating gently used clothing, household goods,
toys etc. They are accepting donations at the new location by appointment – call 712-209-0875 to
schedule a drop-off.

HOPE HAVEN MEMORIAL

(As of 5-31-20)

Memorial Gifts to Hope Haven honor the lives of relatives, friends, or associates by enhancing the
future for people with disabilities. Such lasting tributes also affirm the donor’s love for the Lord
and provide a legacy that supports the practical work of God’s Kingdom. These gifts will provide for
special needs among clients.
Hope Haven’s “Book of Remembrance” provides an attractive, permanent record of all memorials.
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Gisolf
Roger Koele
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Koele
Roger Koele
Hilda Holtrop
Henry Te Krony
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy Intveld
Jim & Gert Intveld
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kennedy
Larry Brunick
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kennedy
Larry Edwards
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Sawyer
Henry Klumper
First Reformed Church-Rock Rapids
Evelyn Olson
First Reformed Church-Rock Rapids
Gertrude Intveld
First Reformed Church-Rock Rapids
Jeanette Brouer
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Wadsley
Carrie Jolene Wadsley
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Davelaar
Leonard Van Otterloo

Wilmina Dekkers
Mr. & Mrs. Verdell Groen
Anna Halma
Nelvina Kroese
Marlys Hop
Don Mallette
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Westra
Willi Klumper
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Harken
Mr. & Mrs. John Bolkema
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Eekhoff
Mr. & Mrs Michael Langner

Jay Broek
Kenny Koerselman
Halma Brothers
Mike Vanden Bosch
Eleanor De Groot
Bernice Mallette
Sandra Sieler
Minnie Van Dis
Grace Harken
Harold Klay
Garrold Bootmsa
Helen Langner

In loving memory of Margaret Teunissen: Richter Siblings, Mr. & Mrs. John Vis, Cornelia Vander Molen, Mr. &
Mrs. Cornie Rylaarsdam, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Siemonsma, Douglas Rylaarsdam, Mr. & Mrs. Loy Van’t Hul, Mr. & Mrs.
Howard Altena, Mr. & Mrs. Les Dorhout, First Christian Reformed Church-Rock Valley, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Foreman, Mr.
& Mrs. Brian Groeneweg, Agnes Harmelink, Ruth Terpstra, Terry & Shardell Teunissen, Dan & Michelle Teunissen,
Tri State, Dan & Brittany Groeneweg, Roger & Vel Bahrenfuss, Jim & Sally Koldenhoven, Leola Baker, Case Van
Roekel, Bertha Van Grootheest, Doug & Brenda Medalen, Betty Teunissen, Grace Teunissen & family, Jerry & Julie
Siemonsma, Bill and Nancy Van Otterloo

THANK YOU TO COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS!

Now more than ever, we need to thank you for your support. During this
time of uncertainty, we have received an outpouring of support from
community members in the form of monetary donation, cloth masks,
and so much more. We have acquired over 1,000 handcrafted masks
from community members! We are so thankful for those who have
extended these kindnesses – you have provided so much help in this
difficult time.

UPCOMING EVENTS

TALSMA ATV & HORSE RIDE BENEFIT
SEPT

12

Talsma’s Trail Park | Avon, SD

Get your adrenaline pumping at this
adventurous event! Bring your ATV or
horse, along with safety gear for a day
of exploring along the Missouri River.
Overnight camping is available upon
request. If you love riding, you won’t
want to miss this one!
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DESSERT BENEFIT AUCTION
SEPT

22

Minnehaha Country Club | Sioux Falls, SD

Experience an unforgettable evening
at the Hope Haven Dessert Benefit
Auction! Join us for a night filed
with delicious desserts – generously
donated from area businesses. There’s
dinner, music, and the chance to bid on
one-of-a-kind sweet treats.

ADVANCED ESTATE PLANNING CONFERENCE CANCELLED
The 2020 Advanced Estate Planning Conference, originally scheduled for September 10, has been cancelled
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
Our intention is to provide continuing education credit opportunities and information about estate planning
in an organized, in-person conference style setting, and logistically that was not feasible this year. Thank you
for understanding during these difficult times.
We plan on hosting the event in 2021, so please stay tuned for further announcements. We apologize for any
inconvenience and look forward to seeing you at the conference next year!
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